
 
 
 
 

Marin Cursillo Secretariat Meeting Minutes– Monday, February 4, 2019 
Lucas Valley Community Church @ 7:00 p.m. 

To Love, To Serve, To Bring the Good News, to Act as the Body of Christ 
 
 

1. Opening Prayer  Meeting called to order 7:04 PM.  Group sang “Father, How I Adore You” by 
Terry Coelho.  Beautifully sung. 

 
2. Secretary Sign-in Report and Approval of Minutes of January 7, 2019 previously distributed by 

email and on www.marincursillo.com – Please read before meeting.  Janie Burtch extended a 
warm welcome to Anna Villalon, St. Vincent’s, who joined us.  Minutes unanimously 
approved.  Attendees included the following:  Anna Villalon, Charlynn Baumsteiger, Janie 
Burtch, Jean Nelson, Tom Nelson, Jim Matthews, Rev. Jim Ward, John Bischoff, John Pugh, 
Kevin Baumsteiger, Larry Mazzotta, Mary Bartunek, Molly Hartle, Peggy Pugh, Richard Olive, 
Ron Leach. Tina Pult. 

 
3. Treasurer’s Report – Tina Pult     Overall in good shape.  Sent $50 donation to St. Paul’s 

Episcopal Church for providing meeting space for 1/26/2019 Church Reps meeting.  Will also 
send donation to All Saints Lutheran for providing meeting space for the 2/5 Sponsors 
Workshop meeting.  Will be paying $7,000 for upcoming Spring weekends.  Successful Super 
Bowl pool, sold 2 complete grids( 200 squares), thanks to Tom Egan and team.  In response 
to question, approximately 20% of payments made via the website.  Discussion about the use 
of the Seminary for Cursillo weekends by SF/SM, KAIROS, Redwood Empire, and whether 
we might be able to leverage that usage for some possible rental concessions.  Conclusion 
seemed to be not likely.  It was also mentioned that it might be best to pursue a joint approach 
to the Seminary after all the other groups have held their weekends 

 
 

4.  Chair’s Report – Janie Burtch  Sponsors Workshop 2/5 from 7-8 PM at All Saints Lutheran 
Church, led by Susan Fischer. 

 Marin Cursillo Credit Card Unanimous approval to secure debit card (rather than credit 
card) for expenses. 

 

 Christian Copyright Licensing International (CCLI) License Purchase    Unanimous 
approval to authorize spending $216. for the license.  Such licenses are valid for one year. 
To ensure continuous coverage, the license must be renewed yearly, prior to the 
expiration date. A renewal notice will be sent 45 days before expiration. 
  

 Authorization for Charges < $250    Unanimous approval to authorize Treasurer Tina Pult 
to make charges on debit card <$250 without getting authorization from the Secretariat. 

 
5. Spring 2019 Rector/a Reports 

 Women’s Weekend – May 2-5, 2019 – Molly Hartle  Molly reported that she has logo,  
team meetings all scheduled, good signup numbers. 

 Men’s Weekend – May 16-19, 2019 – Kevin Baumsteiger  Kevin reported that he also 
has logo, will have combined social meeting at St. Rita’s.  Has (30) on the team, held 
internal core team meeting at his house.  Janie and Bruce Burtch agreed to be the 

http://www.marincursillo.com/


Sponsor Couple, Jay Wayne will direct the CBS, and at the CBS Bruce Burtch will give 
a presentation on giving a Rollo.  March 4 will have a walk-through at the Seminary. 

 
6 Pre-Cursillo – Spring 2019 Registrations – Janie Burtch for Cathy   Cunningham.  Janie 

indicated that we currently have 19 women signed up, 1 man.  Mary Bartunek said she had 
another man, so the number is now 2. 

 
7  February Sponsor Workshops – Janie Burtch for Susan Fischer 

 
 

 February 5, 7:00-8:00 pm – All Saints Lutheran Church 

 February 16, 10:00-11:00 am – location tbd 
 

8 Ultreya – March 29, 2019, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church – Peggy Pugh Peggy reported that the 
hope is to start in the church, continue in Duncan Hall.  Time to be 6:30 – 9 PM.   Theme to 
be “Go Forth---Walking in Faith.”  To be for Marin Cursillistas. 

 
9 Update of Bellringer and Burnt Offerings – Ron Leach  Ron reported that he and Steve 

Avanzino had one meeting, have updated Burnt Offerings.  Bellringer being reviewed by Ron 
and Larry Mazzotta, has received comments from Jean Nelson, Larry, Janie, Peggy, Rev. 
Jim.  Red marks and parentheses will be taken out, updates will be made, and those changes 
will be integrated into the document for further review.  Once the changes are all done, the 
Marin Cursillo Secretariat has to approve the final document. 

 
Ron also suggested the idea of meal cost reimbursement, provided a document that outlined 
a proposed schedule of reimbursement.  The proposal would provide reimbursement to the 
outside community providing meals to the weekend.  Ron pointed out that this could help 
relieve potential donor burnout (often the same people provide the meals), while still 
maintaining the spirit of Palanca.  The proposed reimbursement schedule is $1.00 per person 
for breakfast, $1.50 per person for lunch, and $3.00 per person for dinner.  Based on a total of 
50 persons (total team and candidates) per meal, the proposed schedule financial impact 
would be $275 for Friday (breakfast, lunch, dinner), $275 for Saturday, and $125 for Sunday 
(no dinner) for a total of $675. 

 
10 Committee Report on Recommended Number of Weekends per Year – John Bischoff  John 

reported that Steve Avanzino assembled a group that included Maureen Goodin-Wayne, 
Charlynn Baumsteiger, Tom Brawley and himself to discuss number of weekends/year.  At 
the meeting they discussed the challenges/barriers to holding multiple Cursillos in a single 
year.  Two issues in particular were finding experienced core team members and finding 
Spirits.  The feeling was that we were asking the same people repeatedly.   Recommendation 
they came up with was NOT to have 2019 Fall Cursillo, have the Secretariat pick 2020 Spring 
dates and evaluate the possibility of Fall 2020 dates.  Also thought it would be good for the 
Secretariat to establish a group to do planning for future staffing, mentoring.  John said that 
Steve was going to pull together working groups working on mentoring.  Much discussion was 
generated on pros/cons of 1/year vs. 2/year.  2/Year group felt that we might lose the 
momentum we have recently gained, but the 1/year group seemed concerned about burnout.   
On the challenge of finding Spirtis, Rev. Jim pointed out the role of the Secretariat Spirit is to 
find Spirits for the weekend, and said he is rarely consulted. 
There was discussion about potentially reserving two weekends in November at the 
Seminary, using one weekend for a women’s Cursillo and holding a Leadership Workshop 
during the other weekend.  

 



11 Church Representatives Reports  Wonderful January 26, 2019 meeting at St. Paul’s, 
people left fired up.  Molly Hartle has already submitted changes to the Secretary for 
updating the files, Ron Leach provided updated information, as well as Mike Ardito.  In 
addition, Mike has identified Don Cowan and Bruce Benham who are willing to jointly be 
the church reps to New Life Christian Fellowship in Novato, and Tom Santamorena who 
is willing to be the church rep for Marin Covenant Church.  Janie proposed a motion to 
approve Don, Bruce and Tom as church reps, subject to the approval of their respective 
pastors.  There was unanimous approval of the motion. Jean and Tom Nelson reported 
that she has put together a flyer about the upcoming weekends, with particular 
emphasis on inviting men, that will be inserted into the Sunday bulletin at the Our Lady 
of Loretto 

12 Old Business – None 
 

13 New Business   In case someone is looking for it, Ron Leach pointed out he has the keyboard 
in his garage. 

 
 

14 Closing Prayer Prayerfully led by Rev. Jim Ward. 
 
Meeting adjourned 9:05 PM. 

 
Next Meeting:  March 4, 2019   

 
“Show to Each Denomination the Strength of Others” 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
John Pugh 
Secretary 
February 6, 7, 8, 2019 

 


