
 

 

 
 
 
 

Marin Cursillo Secretariat Meeting Minutes – Monday, May 6, 2019 
Lucas Valley Community Church @ 7:00 p.m. 

To Love, To Serve, To Bring the Good News, to Act as the Body of Christ 
 
 Meeting called to order at 7:08 pm. 
 

1. Opening Prayer – Men’s Weekend Theme Song “Multiply Your Love” 
Father Jim Ward opened meeting with thoughtful prayer.  Charlynn Baumsteiger and Ximena 
Bervejillo beautifully performed “Multiply Your Love,” the 2019 Men’s Cursillo theme song. 

 
2. Secretary Sign-in Report and Approval of Minutes of April 1, 2019 previously distributed by email and 

on www.marincursillo.com – Please read before meeting. 
April minutes were unanimously approved.  Janie Burtch announced that Mary Bartunek had 
volunteered to replace John Pugh as Secretary of the Marin Cursillo Secretariat.  The attendees 
then serenaded John with a lovely, thoughtful, personalized song to the tune of “Let There be 
Peace on Earth.”  Attendees included Cathy Cunningham, Charlynn Baumsteiger, Jean Nelson, 
Jim Matthews, Rev. Jim Ward, John Pugh, Mary Bartunek, Maryellen Danehy, Molly Hartle, 
Peggy Pugh, Pete Doyle, Randall Lee, Richard Olive, Susan Fischer, Tom Brawley, Tom 
Gannon, Tom Nelson, Joe Suggs, Ximena Bervejillo.  All sang with angelic voices, and was 
much appreciated by John. 

 
3. Treasurer’s Report – Tina Pult 

We are in good shape financially for the current fiscal year.   
 

4. Chair Report – Janie Burtch 
Janie congratulated Molly Hartle on a very successful weekend.  Molly reported that by Saturday 
she sensed a great sense of bonding.  She said she loved her team members and their efforts to 
make it a special weekend.  Jean Nelson added that the candidates joined in the music early in the 
weekend, and that the sharing was very moving. 
Janie thanked Stacy and John Bischoff for a successful bocce event, and for their generous 
donation for the courts fee as well as the food. 
Janie thanked Susan Fischer for the terrific job with the sponsor workshops. 
Janie talked about the vision going forward, was going to continue to work with Church Reps, 
capitalize on that success. 

 
5. Pre-Cursillo – Men’s Weekend Registrations – Cathy Cunningham 

(13) candidates with the recent addition of Joe Walter, whose wife just attended the women’s 
weekend.  It will be his birthday during the weekend, so Kevin Baumsteiger indicated the team would 
make it recognized.  Later in the meeting Richard Olive produced an application, getting the number of 
candidates to (14). 

 
6.  Upcoming Men’s Weekend: May 16-19, 2019 – Kevin Baumsteiger 

Kevin once again indicated his appreciation of his team.  Observed the women’s weekend, 
participated by helping to set up, and clean up the Seminary. 

 
7. Cursillo Weekend Committee – John Gulick, Helga May and/or Tom Gannon 

Tom Gannon mentioned a heads up that the cover sheet for the exit packet had  used the information 
from last year for the Homecoming, but made the necessary adjustment on candidate’s packets in pen 
and took them out of the teams packets. 

http://www.marincursillo.com/


 

 

 
 
 
 

 
8. Homecoming Dinner – May 19, 5:30 pm, Our Lady of Loretto – Tom Brawley 

Tom reported that all is set, ready to go.  Father Brian to say grace, Donna and Chris to head up the 
music.  Tom and Hank Ryan will start to set up at noon.  Tom noted that they may need more help and 
that he would send out two more notices regarding the Homecoming dinner since this information was 
omitted from the Team’s exit packages. 

 
9. Leadership Committee – Peggy Pugh and Tom Brawley 

It was announced that Linda Leach will be the new Rectora, which was met with resounding approval.  
Tom Brawley said the men were in prayer over the selection of a new Rector and will announce at the 
Homecoming Dinner 

 
10. Fall Renew Retreat – Tom Brawley 

Tom reported that Ron Leach had chaired an ad hoc committee to look at various options for a Fall 
Renew Retreat.  In the midst of that, Tom said that Peggy Pugh put on a great Ultreya, and that 
morphed into Staying Connected to God, Connected to Each Other, and Connected to Cursillo.  The 
committee decided to have a one-day local program, the belief being it would encourage more 
involvement, save money.  The event will be held at St. Vincent’s Marinwood Social Hall (with kitchen), 
which accommodates about 100 people.  The cost will be $500, to be paid by the Secretariat.  Food 
will be pot luck, Joe Artigiani and Paul Sartorio may bbq with the onsite bbq.  Possible dates were 3 
Saturdays in September, the 14th, 21st, 28th and October 26.  Objective would be to rebuild our 
leadership, more spirits, more music.  Molly Hartle suggested more specifics be added to the 
BellRinger regarding the weekend process.  A motion to hold the Staying Connected Retreat on  
September 28, 2019 at St. Vincent’s Social Hall, Marinwood passed unanimously.  Tom to confirm that 
dates are still available.  Great report by Tom. 
 

 
11. Marin Cursillo Website Updates – Maryellen Danehy   

As usual, Maryellen has been busy with updates.  Among other items, BarbWire and the new Church 
Reps list are on the website, as well as the Dana Couey-Harman Memorial.  Reunion Tuesday 
information will be posted soon.  Encouraged use of the drop down for Donation (4th option down) to 
designate donations.  Looking for 4th Day Updates.  Will promote Reunion Tuesday on the website. 

 
12. Old Business 

On behalf of Ron Leach, John Pugh distributed Cursillo shirts and sweatshirts previously ordered, 
indicated more could be ordered. 

 
13. New Business   It was mentioned that there should not be any photography during the weekends.  

Richard Olive stated that there were going to be three candidates on the upcoming Men’s weekend 
with no ties to the Cursillo Community and is therefore worried about a lack of Palanca for them.  He 
suggested that maybe members of the Secretariat could contribute three pieces of Palanca to each of 
these candidates.  

 
14. Remembering Dana Couey-Harman 

Much discussion about options to remember Dana, including concerns about being  
a 501(c)(3) organization and the effect if funds were funneled through Cursillo.  A motion to consult 
with legal to get direction was narrowly defeated.  After more discussion, Tina and Charlynn pointed 
out that we could set up a YouCaring website to direct $ to Doug Harman.  Motion passed that “With 
Doug’s approval, Marin Cursillo would establish a YouCaring website, with $ going directly to Doug.”  
John Pugh will call Doug to get his approval, and then report back. 



 

 

 
15. Closing Prayer   

Father Jim Ward led us in prayer, reflections and sharing of memories of Dana.  Peggy led the group 
in singing “Surely the Presence of the Lord is in this Place.”   
 
Meeting adjourned 8:58 PM. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
John Pugh 
Secretary (for now) 
Marin Cursillo 
May 7, 2019 

Next Meeting:  June 4, 2019   
 

“Show to Each Denomination the Strength of Others” 


